
Current	Classes	&	
Events:

February	26,	2018
Graduation	of	4th
Training	Class

February	27,	2018
GWFW	Banquet

February	– April	2018
Lifelong	Learning

GWFW	for	Civilians

March	7,	2018	
GWFW	Class

Hillsboro	Church
Nashville,	TN

May	16-23	2018
Veterans	Mission
Camp	Shiloh,	NY

For more information on 
above call: 

Veterans Office at
615-966-1013

Or email:
Chad.staggs@lipscomb.edu

God’s Word for Warriors
1	March,	2018

Be	Strong;	Fear	Not:	Behold	God!

In	2012,	legendary	BASE	Jumper	Felix	Baumgartner	jumped	from	a	helium	
balloon	24	miles	above	the	earth	to	set	a	record	for	highest	ever	free-fall.	Red	
Bull,	the	sponsor,	had	poured	more	than	$65	million	into	the	project	and	
employed	some	of	the	world’s	most	eminent	scientists	and	engineers	to	see	it	
through,	but	the	mission	was	nearly	a	complete	failure	– not	because	of	any	
technical	issues,	but	because	in	the	months	leading	up	to	the	jump,	
Baumgartner	had	developed	a	crippling	fear.

We	live	in	a	society	today	that	is	filled	with	crises	on	every	side:	wars,	famine,	
tornadoes,	health	issues,	loss	of	loved	ones,	unemployment,	and	so	forth.		The	
increase	of	evil	that	would	rob	us	of	peace	is	everywhere	with	the	potential	to	
darken	our	lives.		We	discover	early	in	our	spiritual	walk	with	God	that	he	does	
not	guarantee	health,	wealth,	and	carefree	lives.		What	he	does	promise,	
however,	is	his	presence	with	us	every	step	of	the	way:	Matthew	28:20b;	
Hebrews	12:5b-6.

Veterans	often	return	from	deployment	and	re-enter	civilian	life,	leaving	
behind	most	of	the	physical	items	they	used	in	their	service	to	our	nation:	body	
armor,	weapons,	helmets,	etc.		Yet,	the	emotional	baggage	they	picked	up	along	
the	way	is	theirs	to	keep.		So,	how	do	these	men	and	women	give	up	or	work	
through	this	baggage?

The	title	of	this	article	is	gleaned	from	Isaiah	35:4.		Here	is	an	opportunity	for	
a	turning	point	in	the	lives	of	Isaiah’s	people	and	equally	a	possibility	for	us.		
Here	is	a	good	news	announcement	and	assertion	of	a	newness	from	God:	“Be	
strong,	do	not	fear:	Behold	God!”		The	assurance	given	is	from	a	God	who	
seemed	absent	to	these	people	but	is	now	reentering	their	lives	in	recreating	
ways.		Here	is	the	positive	assertion	that	God	will	right	the	wrong,	order	peace,	
heal	instability	and	restore	life	to	its	God-given	order.

In	relation	to	fear	and	anxiety,	let	me	share	a	wonderful	outlook	of	one	of	our	
veterans	who	experienced	in	rapid	fire	order	the	loss	of	his	father	to	cancer	and	
a	deadly	suicide	blast	at	the	Forward	Operation	Base	in	Shirghazi,	Afghanistan:	
“There	was	nothing	I	could	do	about	these	things	except	to	be	ready	spiritually	
and	mentally.		I	learned	that	I	can’t	control	the	future,	but	I	can	control	the	time	
I	have	here	and	now	with	my	family	and	make	memories	that	shape	and	sustain	
those	whom	I	love.”

The	“before”	in	this	veteran’s	life	was	weak	hands	and	feeble	knees,	but	the	
“after”	is	strength	and	well-being	from	viewing	things	from	God’s	perspective.		
Here	is	the	antidote	to	any	fear	that	warrior	or	civilian	may	face:	“Behold	God!”

– Tom	Seals



1600 Daily – The White House: January 10, 2018. “From the Battlefield to the Home Front.”
For veterans, the toughest part of a return to civilian life often comes at the very beginning.  Veterans in 
their first year after service are particularly vulnerable to mental health risks but often do not received 
adequate care:
Only 50% of returning service members who need mental health treatment seek it.
Veterans 3 to 12 months out of service are 3 times more likely to commit suicide than their active duty 
compatriots.
About 18.5% of veterans returning from Iraq or Afghanistan suffer from PTSD or depression.
“We’re taking an unprecedented action today in that we will be covering all separating military members 
who are transitioning into civilian life – 100% of them – with the mental health benefit for 12 months.” –
Secretary of Veterans Affairs David Shulkin. (This White House report is just another reminder of how 
much our veterans need our support, financially and spiritually, to continue to meet their needs and in 
gratitude of their sacrifices – tls)

Report from the Field
Beginning March 7, 2018, the Hillsboro Church of Christ in Nashville, TN will start a new class on 

GWFW.  Hillsboro has two church leaders, Sid Smith and Randall Pardue, who are veterans of the USA 
and the USMC respectively, who have been trained to teach the course as an outreach to their 
congregation and the local community.  We commend this church and its leadership as they reach out to 
make a difference in the lives of veterans.  They join many other congregations across the nation that are 
involved in this effort.  For those who might be interested in training leaders and reaching out in their 
communities, please contact Tom Seals or Chad Staggs at Lipscomb University.

”God’s Word for Warriors” Banquet 2018
On Tuesday, 27 April we conducted our inaugural banquet that brought 58 of our friends from middle 

Tennessee together to discuss the successes of “God’s Word for Warriors” and the impact it has had on 
veterans, not only on Lipscomb’s campus, but all across the world. We had a wonderful evening visiting 
and sharing stories with one another.  Dr. Seals and I would like to thank those who were able to attend 
and for those who could not we will be planning our next banquet in the near future.  ~Chad

Donations: 

Make Checks payable to….
The Kingdom Trust
For Veterans Fund

Tom Seals
Professor of Biblical Practice & Veterans Chaplain

Lipscomb University
One University Park Drive

Nashville, TN  37204
615.966.6642

Tom.seals@lipscomb.edu


