
Current/Upcoming	
Events:
9-10	April	
GWFW	Outreach	Event	Nashville,	
IL

21	April
GWFW	Outreach	Event
Lewisburg,	TN

26	April	
Lipscomb	Veteran	Services	
Faculty/Staff	Training

3	May
Lipscomb	Veterans	Graduation	
Dinner

5	May	
Lipscomb	Graduation

16-23	May	
Veterans	Mission	Trip	
Camp	Shiloh,	NY

TBD	June
Pentagon	Chaplaincy	Meeting

For more information on above call: 
Veterans Office at

615-966-1013
Or email:

Chad.staggs@lipscomb.edu

God’s Word for Warriors
1	April,	2018

“My	Sin	Is	Ever	Before	Me”

War	is	toxic…not	only	for	the	soldier	who	fights	the	war,	but	also	for	the	
family	and	the	society	who	wait	in	anxiety	and	loneliness	hoping	for	the	return	
of	a	loved	one.		The	sad	fact	is	that	many	do	not	return.		How	does	one	handled	
that?

In	one	of	my	past	veterans	classes,	a	young	spouse	of	a	veteran	received	that	
dreaded	message:	“Your	husband	is	not	coming	home.”		The	overwhelming	
emptiness	that	resulted	led	to	the	abuse	of	alcohol	and	medications	when	all	
she	wanted	was	to	be	a	wife	and	have	a	family.					Thankfully,	she	was	enabled	to	
come	through	this	by	regaining	a	dependence	on	God	and	having	her	faith	
restored.

Yet,	this	was	not	the	end	of	the	battle.		How	do	you	handle	the	ensuing	guilt?	
How	do	you	ask	a	loved	one,	who	is	not	beside	you	now,	for	forgiveness	in	
allowing	yourself	to	become	someone	who	was	not	the	person	he	had	married;	
for	not	honoring	him,	and	allowing	a	wonderful	life	together	to	become	a	
distant	memory	from	the	past?

This	wartime	spouse	wrote	in	a	paper:	“I	ask	that	God	forgive	me	of	all	my	
addictions	and	create	in	me	a	clean	heart;	that	he	offer	me	grace,	and	in	return,	
I	give	others	the	same	grace	that	I	myself	receive.		I	ask	that	I	be	quick	to	
forgive,	slow	to	anger,	and	to	learn	from	my	mistakes	rather	than	hide	from	
them.		I’d	like	to	see	a	180	in	my	life,	to	not	be	such	a	recluse	and	to	truly	open	
up	and	serve	others,	one	day	at	a	time.”

In	our	society	today	we	are	not	supposed	to	talk	about	guilt,	that	underside	
of	life	that	stays	hidden	deep	inside.		The	truth	is	that	guilt	and	shame	are	real	
feelings	that	eat	away	at	us.		This	is	especially	true	of	those	who	have	a	
conscience	that	convicts	us	when	we	have	participated	in	a	way	of	life	that	
contradicts	our	moral	values.	The	result	can	be	an	overwhelming	and	corrosive	
destruction	of	our	sense	of	self-worth.
The	good	news	is	that	guilt	and	shame	are	not	necessarily	signs	of	weakness	

and	shallow	faith,	but	natural	responses	of	a	heart	that	is	sensitive	to	God.		It	is	
this	truth	that	gives	us	hope,	that	drives	us	to	God	with	the	same	request	of	the	
Psalmist:	“Create	in	me	a	clean	heart,	O	God,	and	put	a	new	and	right	spirit	
within	me….Restore	to	me	the	joy	of	thy	salvation,	and	uphold	me	with	a	willing	
spirit”	(Psalm	51:10,12).																																																																								

– Tom	Seals

(Again	I	express	my	deepest	gratitude	for	all	of	you	who	support	our	efforts	on	
this	university	campus	in	reaching	out	and	bringing	the	hope	of	God	to	veterans	
and	their	families	through	the	word	of	God.)



Report from the Field

• We are pleased to report that we received news of two recent God’s Word for Warriors 
start-up classes.  Long-time supporter of GWFW, Ed. Junod, of Knoxville Regional 
Veterans Mental Health Council, reports that Buzz Buswell, a Vietnam purple heart 
Army officer has started a new class in Sweetwater, TN.  What a blessing this individual 
will be to the veterans in Sweetwater.  Pray that God will bless his efforts.

• The second recent class has begun at the Franklin First UMC in Franklin, TN.  This 
study is being conducted by two of our recent graduates of our last training class: Fred 
Kimbrell (USN) and Barry Lance (USMC). Fred reports: The first session went very 
well with 14 attendees, lots of discussion, and exchange of ideas.  Please keep us in your 
prayers to help us deliver this important message.”

• The Veterans Office is so appreciative of all those committed individuals who are 
reaching out to veterans all over the nation with God’s Word for Warriors classes.  What 
an impact God’s word is making in so many lives.  If any of our readers are interested in 
receiving information or pursuing this opportunity for your churches or other venues, 
please contact the Veterans Office at Lipscomb.  We plan on starting a new training class 
for teachers in the next few weeks.

Thought of the Month:     
“We may [in wartime] kill if necessary, but we must never hate and enjoy hating.  We may 
punish if necessary, but we must not enjoy it.  In other words, something inside us, the 
feeling of resentment, that feeling that wants to get one’s own back, must be simply 
killed….It is hard work, but the attempt is not impossible’ (C.S. Lewis).  To treat men and 
nations, however severely, in accordance with the belief that they should have known 
better, is to treat them as responsible moral agents 

Donations: 

Make Checks payable to….
The Kingdom Trust
For Veterans Fund

Tom Seals
Professor of Biblical Practice & Veterans Chaplain

Lipscomb University
One University Park Drive

Nashville, TN  37204
615.966.6642

Tom.seals@lipscomb.edu

If you desire to be placed on the mailing list for future monthly Newsletters, 
please send your e-mail address to Tom Seals


